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Published 19 Oct 2022

ht
tp
s:/

/
w
hy

liv
es
to
ck
m
at
te
r-
sta

gi
ng

.fa
bi
ofi

da
nz
a.
co

m
/
re
so
ur
ce
s/

ch
an

gi
ng

-c
lim

at
e-
ch
an

gi
ng

-c
at
tle

-fa
rm

in
g-
pa

rt-
2

If sub-Saharan Africa produces just 7% of global greenhouse gas emissions, and the

livestock sector just a fraction of those, why should the governments of these countries be

concerned?

Because there's much more to the story. The intensity of the emissions is higher in these

countries than in others, and the livestock sector is growing in size every year. In the

second part of a mini-series on climate change and livestock, presenter Tim Offei-Addo

 speaks to ILRI scientists Polly Ericksen  and Klaus Butterbach-Bahl  to find out what

makes these emissions so important, and what can be done about it.

Ericksen and Butterbach-Bahl explain how ILRI helps to collect data about greenhouse gas

emissions in sub-Saharan Africa, equipping countries with the means to tell an accurate

story of their climate emissions to the international community. 

And they warn that as developed countries vilify livestock as a major producer of

greenhouse gases, this could prevent crucial investments in livestock in the developing

world. Investing in livestock in sub-Saharan Africa could help mitigate emissions, help poor

farmers earn a livelihood and produce more food. Is there a place for livestock to be part

of the solution, and not the problem, for climate change?
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